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But it may be that by his own energy and by the assistance
of his followers he proves too strong for them. Gradually,
about the close of his career, or, it may be, after it, they
are compelled to withdraw their opposition and to imitate
the man whom  they had  denounced.    They al*c com-
pelled to do  that which is most frightful to  them, to
abandon their routine.    And then there occurs to them a
thought which brings  inexpressible relief.    Out of the
example of the original man they can make a new routine.
They may imitate him in everything except his originality.
For one routine is as easy to pace as another.     What
they dread is the necessity of originating, the fatigue of
being really alive.    And  thus the  second  half of the
original man's destiny is really worse than the first, and
his failure is written more legibly in the blind veneration
of succeeding ages than in the blind hostility of his own.
lie broke the chains by which men were bound; he
threw open to them the doors leading into the boundless
freedom of nature and truth.    But in the next genera-
tion he is idolized and nature and truth as much forgotten
us ever; if he could return to earth he would find that
the crowbars and files with which he made his way out
of the prison-house have been forged into the bolts and
chains of a new prison called by his own name.    And
who tire those who idolize his memory ?   Who are found
building his sepulchre ?   Precisely the same party which
resisted his reform; those who are bora for routine and
can accommodate themselves to everything but freedom;
those who in clinging to the wisdom of the past suppose
they love wisdom but in fact love only the past, and love
the past only because they hate the living present; those,
in a word, who set Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in opposi-